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SUBJECT: VISA RECIPROCITY 

REFERENCES: (A) 76 ABU DHABI 264 

1 . UAE WASHINGTON CHARGE SAEF.D AL-SHAMSI CALLED AT ARP ON 
QUESTION OF VISA RECIPROCITY. AL-SHAMSI REFERRED TO VISA 
RECIPROCITY AGREEMENT (REFTEL A) BETWEEN EMBASSY OFFICERS 
AND UAE FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS INCLUDING AL-SHAMSI 
HIMSELF. HE SAID ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT WERE THAT UAE 
WASHINGTON EMBASSY WOULD ISSUE MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS OF ONE 
YEAR'S DURATION TO U.S. BUSINESSMEN IN RETURN FOR RECIP- 
ROCAL TREATMENT BY EMBASSY ABU DHABI FOR UAE BUSINESSMEN 
AND STUDENTS. 

2. AL-SHAMSI SAID THAT UAE FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD SENT HIM 
TELEXES REPORTING COMPLAINTS OF U.S. EMBASSY ABU DHABI OVER 
UAE PERFORMANCE UNDER THIS AGREEMENT. ACCORDING TO AL- 
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SHAMSI, UAE WASHINGTON EMBASSY WAS IN FACT LIVING UP TO THE 
AGREEMENT. AL-SHAMSI SAID EMBASSY COMPLAINTS ABOUT UAE'S 
PERFORMANCE UNDER THE AGREEMENT MIGHT BE TRACEABLE TO 
MISUNDERSTANDING OF UAE VISA ISSUANCE PROCEDURES. UAE 
EMBASSY WASHINGTON OFFERS SINGLE AND MULTIPLE ENTRY BUSI- 
NESS VISAS AT DIFFERENT COSTS. ACCORDING TO AL-SHAMSI, IF 
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U.S. BUSINESSMEN REQUEST MULTIPLE ENTRY VISAS AND PAY THE 
APPROPRIATE FEE, THEY ARE ISSUED MULTIPLE ENTRY ONE- YEAR 
VISAS. 

3. DEPARTMENT RECORDS OF FEES, DURATION AND OTHER PARTICU- 
LARS OF UAE VISA ISSUANCE POLICY LONG OUT OF DATE. WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENTS ON UAE CHARGE'S STATEMENTS AS 
WELL AS REPORT OF UAE VISA ISSUANCE POLICY FOR U.S. PASS- 
PORTS FROM UAE FOREIGN MINISTRY PERSPECTIVE. (FYI: ARP 
HAS RECEIVED FREQUENT COMPLAINTS FROM U.S. BUSINESSMEN 
ABOUT UAE WASHINGTON EMBASSY'S DILATORY AND INEFFICIENT 
VISA ISSUANCE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES. END FYI.) 
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